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SUCCESSFUL RURAL DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY FUND AUCTION TO 

EXPAND BROADBAND TO OVER 388,000 RURAL MICHIGANIANS 

FCC Auction Allocates Over $362 Million to Close the Digital Divide in Michigan 

WASHINGTON, December 7, 2020—The Federal Communications Commission today 

announced that an estimated 388,000 rural Americans living and working in Michigan will gain 

access to high-speed broadband through the Commission’s Rural Digital Opportunity Fund Phase 

I auction, according to auction results released today. 

In Michigan, the auction allocated $362,985,055.60 in support to expand broadband to 249,263 

unserved homes and businesses over the next 10 years.  Nearly all locations in Michigan that 

were eligible for the auction will be receiving access to broadband with speeds of at least 100/20 

Mbps, with an overwhelming majority (80%) getting gigabit-speed broadband.  The auction 

unleashed robust competition that resulted in more locations being awarded at less cost to 

Americans who pay into the FCC’s Universal Service Fund. 

“This historic auction is great news for the residents of so many rural Michigan communities, 

who will get access to high-quality broadband service in areas that for too long have been on the 

wrong side of the digital divide,” said FCC Chairman Ajit Pai.  “We structured this innovative 

and groundbreaking auction to prioritize bids for high-speed, low-latency services to deliver the 

best results for rural Americans, and the results show that this strategy worked.  This auction was 

the Commission’s single largest step ever taken toward delivering digital opportunity to every 

American and is another key success in our ongoing commitment to universal service.” 

Following is a list of winning bidders, number of homes and businesses to be served, and total 

support for 10 years in Michigan, by county: 

County Bidder Locations Support 

Alcona CenturyLink, Inc. 306 $1,800,684 

Alcona Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,350 $979,499 

Alcona Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 216 $847,698 

  Alcona, MI Total 1,872 $3,627,881 

Allegan CCO Holdings, LLC 80 $87,741 

Allegan Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,689 $189,529 

Allegan NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 2,285 $1,435,979 

  Allegan, MI Total 4,054 $1,713,250 

Alpena CCO Holdings, LLC 26 $124,976 

Alpena Mercury Wireless, Inc. 79 $23,696 

Alpena Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 910 $2,026,482 

  Alpena, MI Total 1,015 $2,175,154 

Antrim Mercury Wireless, Inc. 46 $9,618 



County Bidder Locations Support 

  Antrim, MI Total 46 $9,618 

Arenac Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,578 $2,031,711 

Arenac Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 888 $2,388,882 

  Arenac, MI Total 2,466 $4,420,593 

Baraga Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 332 $1,602,600 

  Baraga, MI Total 332 $1,602,600 

Barry MEI Telecom, Inc. 175 $479,789 

Barry Mercury Wireless, Inc. 56 $11,899 

Barry NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 302 $348,510 

  Barry, MI Total 533 $840,198 

Bay CCO Holdings, LLC 17 $68,520 

Bay Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2,012 $1,276,878 

Bay Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 617 $1,261,248 

  Bay, MI Total 2,646 $2,606,646 

Benzie CCO Holdings, LLC 1,335 $1,198,966 

Benzie Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 118 $125,678 

Benzie Mercury Wireless, Inc. 624 $192,173 

  Benzie, MI Total 2,077 $1,516,817 

Berrien Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,053 $117,431 

Berrien NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 2,925 $2,490,222 

  Berrien, MI Total 3,978 $2,607,653 

Branch Mercury Wireless, Inc. 16 $3,298 

Branch NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 44 $127,182 

  Branch, MI Total 60 $130,480 

Calhoun Mercury Wireless, Inc. 636 $71,448 

Calhoun NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 2,430 $3,852,198 

  Calhoun, MI Total 3,066 $3,923,646 

Cass Mercury Wireless, Inc. 143 $21,109 

Cass NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 160 $128,478 

  Cass, MI Total 303 $149,587 

Charlevoix Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 923 $462,237 

  Charlevoix, MI Total 923 $462,237 

Cheboygan CCO Holdings, LLC 2,184 $185,355 

Cheboygan Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 22 $6,676 

Cheboygan Mercury Wireless, Inc. 217 $10,762 

Cheboygan Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 3,098 $1,860,901 

  Cheboygan, MI Total 5,521 $2,063,693 

Chippewa Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 3,072 $10,183,385 

Chippewa Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 1,998 $2,633,895 

  Chippewa, MI Total 5,070 $12,817,280 

Clare CCO Holdings, LLC 5 $6,881 

Clare Mercury Wireless, Inc. 460 $203,925 

Clare Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 1,476 $2,449,556 

  Clare, MI Total 1,941 $2,660,362 

Clinton Mercury Wireless, Inc. 213 $42,337 

Clinton Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 52 $116,808 

Clinton Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 217 $303,180 

  Clinton, MI Total 482 $462,325 

Crawford CCO Holdings, LLC 592 $488,296 

Crawford Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,554 $820,007 

Crawford Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 2,518 $3,046,600 
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  Crawford, MI Total 4,664 $4,354,903 

Delta Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 4,499 $18,523,618 

Delta Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 6 $10,976 

  Delta, MI Total 4,505 $18,534,594 

Dickinson Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 1,817 $7,392,381 

Dickinson Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 13 $13,988 

  Dickinson, MI Total 1,830 $7,406,369 

Eaton Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,261 $750,229 

Eaton NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 1,682 $1,261,948 

Eaton Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 85 $166,652 

  Eaton, MI Total 3,028 $2,178,829 

Emmet CCO Holdings, LLC 255 $21,636 

Emmet Mercury Wireless, Inc. 413 $26,532 

Emmet Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 568 $638,003 

  Emmet, MI Total 1,236 $686,170 

Genesee CCO Holdings, LLC 61 $139,584 

Genesee Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,332 $200,399 

  Genesee, MI Total 1,393 $339,983 

Gladwin Mercury Wireless, Inc. 168 $50,005 

Gladwin Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 331 $1,315,866 

  Gladwin, MI Total 499 $1,365,871 

Gogebic Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 2,067 $7,809,305 

Gogebic Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 107 $321,448 

  Gogebic, MI Total 2,174 $8,130,753 

Grand Traverse CCO Holdings, LLC 99 $256,390 

Grand Traverse Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 369 $530,952 

Grand Traverse Mercury Wireless, Inc. 140 $132,239 

  Grand Traverse, MI Total 608 $919,581 

Hillsdale Mercury Wireless, Inc. 3 $566 

Hillsdale NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 1,372 $3,485,994 

  Hillsdale, MI Total 1,375 $3,486,560 

Houghton Baraga Telephone Company 164 $444,491 

Houghton Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 1,964 $8,912,686 

Houghton Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 157 $628,350 

  Houghton, MI Total 2,285 $9,985,527 

Huron CenturyLink, Inc. 152 $718,218 

Huron Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 65 $198,815 

Huron Mercury Wireless, Inc. 173 $41,209 

Huron NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 3,491 $9,823,994 

  Huron, MI Total 3,881 $10,782,236 

Ingham Mercury Wireless, Inc. 936 $122,653 

Ingham NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 687 $682,916 

  Ingham, MI Total 1,623 $805,569 

Ionia CCO Holdings, LLC 4 $10,182 

Ionia Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2 $600 

  Ionia, MI Total 6 $10,782 

Iosco CenturyLink, Inc. 434 $1,999,774 

Iosco Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2,140 $1,497,616 

  Iosco, MI Total 2,574 $3,497,390 

Iron Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 6,191 $23,390,135 

Iron Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 15 $7,972 
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  Iron, MI Total 6,206 $23,398,107 

Isabella CCO Holdings, LLC 10 $17,892 

Isabella Mercury Wireless, Inc. 33 $5,565 

Isabella Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 44 $28,344 

  Isabella, MI Total 87 $51,800 

Jackson Mercury Wireless, Inc. 876 $64,756 

Jackson NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 4,038 $2,948,776 

  Jackson, MI Total 4,914 $3,013,532 

Kalamazoo Mercury Wireless, Inc. 521 $73,955 

Kalamazoo NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 438 $934,236 

  Kalamazoo, MI Total 959 $1,008,191 

Kalkaska CCO Holdings, LLC 122 $204,786 

Kalkaska Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,288 $1,032,375 

  Kalkaska, MI Total 1,410 $1,237,161 

Kent CCO Holdings, LLC 470 $425,466 

Kent Mercury Wireless, Inc. 771 $111,479 

  Kent, MI Total 1,241 $536,945 

Keweenaw Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 1,643 $7,930,938 

Keweenaw Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 49 $523,320 

  Keweenaw, MI Total 1,692 $8,454,258 

Lake CCO Holdings, LLC 5,101 $438,633 

Lake Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,075 $368,846 

  Lake, MI Total 6,176 $807,479 

Lapeer CenturyLink, Inc. 779 $2,018,370 

Lapeer Mercury Wireless, Inc. 6,589 $2,951,281 

  Lapeer, MI Total 7,368 $4,969,651 

Leelanau CCO Holdings, LLC 516 $522,105 

Leelanau Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 256 $324,732 

Leelanau Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 32 $128,361 

  Leelanau, MI Total 804 $975,198 

Lenawee Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,054 $49,767 

Lenawee NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 4,387 $7,045,225 

  Lenawee, MI Total 5,441 $7,094,992 

Livingston Mercury Wireless, Inc. 426 $96,245 

Livingston NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 24 $28,170 

  Livingston, MI Total 450 $124,415 

Luce Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 1,885 $7,345,292 

Luce Mercury Wireless, Inc. 41 $7,430 

Luce Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 49 $12,788 

  Luce, MI Total 1,975 $7,365,510 

Mackinac Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 5,515 $20,338,962 

  Mackinac, MI Total 5,515 $20,338,962 

Macomb Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2,323 $313,248 

Macomb Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 543 $297,276 

  Macomb, MI Total 2,866 $610,524 

Manistee CCO Holdings, LLC 1,356 $1,650,434 

Manistee Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 24 $36,717 

Manistee Mercury Wireless, Inc. 307 $279,196 

Manistee Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 40 $172,468 

  Manistee, MI Total 1,727 $2,138,815 

Marquette Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 5,226 $24,826,960 
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Marquette Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 377 $585,695 

  Marquette, MI Total 5,603 $25,412,655 

Mason CCO Holdings, LLC 896 $752,992 

Mason Mercury Wireless, Inc. 141 $68,384 

  Mason, MI Total 1,037 $821,376 

Mecosta CCO Holdings, LLC 6 $2,307 

Mecosta Mercury Wireless, Inc. 4 $1,001 

  Mecosta, MI Total 10 $3,308 

Menominee Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 3,085 $12,965,896 

Menominee Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 1,230 $1,967,588 

  Menominee, MI Total 4,315 $14,933,484 

Midland CCO Holdings, LLC 465 $553,739 

Midland Mercury Wireless, Inc. 771 $261,692 

Midland NexTier Consortium 109 $234,854 

  Midland, MI Total 1,345 $1,050,285 

Missaukee CCO Holdings, LLC 3,650 $3,137,408 

Missaukee Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 759 $817,744 

Missaukee Mercury Wireless, Inc. 335 $7,407 

  Missaukee, MI Total 4,744 $3,962,560 

Monroe Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,992 $990,661 

Monroe NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 1,969 $1,465,610 

  Monroe, MI Total 3,961 $2,456,272 

Montcalm Mercury Wireless, Inc. 31 $2,719 

Montcalm Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 8 $11,713 

  Montcalm, MI Total 39 $14,432 

Montmorency CCO Holdings, LLC 1,053 $89,367 

Montmorency Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 4,529 $2,398,992 

  Montmorency, MI Total 5,582 $2,488,359 

Muskegon CCO Holdings, LLC 2,038 $437,908 

Muskegon Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,006 $201,360 

Muskegon Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 562 $673,183 

Muskegon Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 337 $140,166 

  Muskegon, MI Total 3,943 $1,452,617 

Newaygo CCO Holdings, LLC 3,968 $627,515 

Newaygo Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2,069 $206,741 

Newaygo Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 82 $35,269 

Newaygo Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 385 $335,156 

  Newaygo, MI Total 6,504 $1,204,682 

Oakland Hawaii Dialogix Telecom LLC 15 $219,918 

Oakland Mercury Wireless, Inc. 943 $124,765 

Oakland Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 486 $187,924 

  Oakland, MI Total 1,444 $532,607 

Oceana CCO Holdings, LLC 2,574 $710,854 

Oceana Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,176 $538,444 

Oceana Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 291 $401,952 

  Oceana, MI Total 4,041 $1,651,250 

Ogemaw Mercury Wireless, Inc. 4,268 $5,111,551 

Ogemaw Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 364 $806,394 

  Ogemaw, MI Total 4,632 $5,917,945 

Ontonagon Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 418 $1,579,240 

Ontonagon Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 45 $160,416 
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  Ontonagon, MI Total 463 $1,739,656 

Osceola CCO Holdings, LLC 248 $31,894 

Osceola Mercury Wireless, Inc. 37 $2,134 

  Osceola, MI Total 285 $34,028 

Oscoda CCO Holdings, LLC 2,905 $1,539,662 

Oscoda Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2,190 $2,846,186 

Oscoda Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 1,073 $56,623 

  Oscoda, MI Total 6,168 $4,442,470 

Otsego Mercury Wireless, Inc. 673 $360,463 

Otsego Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 1,716 $1,410,094 

  Otsego, MI Total 2,389 $1,770,557 

Ottawa CCO Holdings, LLC 683 $419,788 

Ottawa Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,044 $212,987 

Ottawa Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 176 $209,486 

  Ottawa, MI Total 1,903 $842,261 

Presque Isle CCO Holdings, LLC 2 $3,366 

Presque Isle Rural Electric Cooperative Consortium 5,549 $4,339,264 

  Presque Isle, MI Total 5,551 $4,342,630 

Roscommon Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 1,134 $3,697,672 

Roscommon Mercury Wireless, Inc. 535 $160,524 

  Roscommon, MI Total 1,669 $3,858,196 

Saginaw CCO Holdings, LLC 212 $264,558 

Saginaw Mercury Wireless, Inc. 2,344 $682,380 

Saginaw NexTier Consortium 428 $392,218 

Saginaw Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 616 $1,069,764 

  Saginaw, MI Total 3,600 $2,408,920 

Sanilac Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 6,453 $19,333,456 

Sanilac Mercury Wireless, Inc. 4,916 $2,093,729 

Sanilac NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 4,860 $7,585,569 

  Sanilac, MI Total 16,229 $29,012,754 

Schoolcraft Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 2,908 $11,331,623 

  Schoolcraft, MI Total 2,908 $11,331,623 

Shiawassee CCO Holdings, LLC 1,618 $4,173,924 

Shiawassee Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,226 $854,065 

Shiawassee Point Broadband Fiber Holding, LLC 423 $528,222 

  Shiawassee, MI Total 3,267 $5,556,211 

St. Clair Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 580 $1,774,044 

St. Clair Mercury Wireless, Inc. 10,361 $4,071,779 

  St. Clair, MI Total 10,941 $5,845,823 

St. Joseph Mercury Wireless, Inc. 700 $139,700 

St. Joseph NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 2,434 $4,450,884 

  St. Joseph, MI Total 3,134 $4,590,584 

Tuscola CenturyLink, Inc. 885 $3,368,334 

Tuscola Consortium of AEG and Heron Broadband I 729 $2,229,789 

Tuscola Mercury Wireless, Inc. 4,338 $4,011,294 

Tuscola NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 3,006 $4,997,264 

  Tuscola, MI Total 8,958 $14,606,681 

Van Buren CCO Holdings, LLC 90 $28,924 

Van Buren Mercury Wireless, Inc. 610 $17,806 

Van Buren NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 3,152 $2,809,582 

  Van Buren, MI Total 3,852 $2,856,312 
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Washtenaw Mercury Wireless, Inc. 1,887 $315,567 

Washtenaw NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 4,804 $3,369,340 

  Washtenaw, MI Total 6,691 $3,684,907 

Wayne Mercury Wireless, Inc. 620 $67,722 

Wayne NRTC Phase I RDOF Consortium 44 $130,824 

Wayne Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 2,972 $2,372,048 

  Wayne, MI Total 3,636 $2,570,594 

Wexford CCO Holdings, LLC 3,303 $3,041,593 

Wexford Cherry Capital Connection, LLC 109 $80,669 

Wexford Mercury Wireless, Inc. 110 $66,080 

  Wexford, MI Total 3,522 $3,188,342 

TOTAL   249,263 $362,985,056 

 

The Rural Digital Opportunity Fund Phase I auction is part of a broader effort by the FCC to 

close the digital divide in rural America.  In October 2020, the Commission adopted rules 

creating the 5G Fund for Rural America, which will distribute up to $9 billion over the next 

decade to bring 5G wireless broadband connectivity to rural America. 

More information on the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction is available at 

https://www.fcc.gov/auction/904. 
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